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Church Chatter  

July, 2019 

Happy 4th of July!  

As we prepare to celebrate Independence Day, most of us might be making plans for a backyard 

bar-b-que or the best spot to see fireworks on July 4th. And while I indulge in both traditions, I also 

take the time to teach my daughter (Anya) what it means to me, to be an American. While some 

people take that for granted, I am grateful for that privilege every single day as a naturalized citi-

zen. And, I do my best to teach Anya what it means to love and serve her country.  

This year my family is vacationing in New York City on the weekend before the 4th of July, and we’ll 

be visiting the Statue of Liberty. I’ve seen images of Lady Liberty since I was a child, and I am 

thrilled that I will be seeing her in person. Anya is particularly excited since for more than a year 

now, we’ve been reading an amazing book about the statue titled Her Right Foot by Dave Eggers. 

Cyndi Smith shared this title with us and it has become a favorite in our household.  

In his book, Eggers traces the history of the Statue of Liberty from its erection in Paris, to its arrival 

in New York. He then explores the fact that she’s in mid-stride, like she’s going somewhere. He 

says: “liberty and freedom from oppression are not things you get or grant by standing around like 

some kind of statue. No! These are things that require action. Courage. An unwillingness to rest. 

The Statue of Liberty was not built to welcome just 1,886 immigrants from Italy on one certain Sun-

day in say 1886. No! She was built to welcome 3,000 immigrants from Poland the next day, 5,000 

Norwegians, 10,000 Glaswegians, then Cambodians, Estonians, Somalis, Nepalis, Syrians, and 

Liberians. It never ends. It cannot end. After all, the Statue of Liberty is an immigrant too. And this 

is why she’s moving. This is why she’s striding. In welcoming the poor, the tired, the struggling to 

breathe free. She is not content to wait. She must meet them in the sea.” This is the symbol of free-

dom I can’t wait to see! 

So, as we celebrate another independence, as American Christians, may we always say with re-

sounding fervor: “give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free.” 

Blessings and Peace,  
Pastor Olive  
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Embracing the Boring in the Spiritual Life 

By Rachel Young (Associate Pastor Clear Lake Presbyterian Church)  

On a recent silent retreat at a Sisters of Charity convent, I walked the beautiful labyrinth etched on 

the lawn. I appreciate labyrinths for their capacity to quiet me. The rhythm of walking and the disci-

pline of noticing and then releasing thoughts still my spirit. I suspect I am quieted in part because I 

don’t have to worry about where I’m going — I simply follow the winding path, knowing it will lead me 

to the center. 

About midway through this most recent walk through the labyrinth, I grew bored. I knew I had a long 

way to go before getting to the center, and I was tired of walking. I kept going, because I wanted to 

reach the center. Plus, I still had a long way to go to reach stillness of heart. I suppose I could have 

questioned the effectiveness of the labyrinth as a spiritual formation tool or left the path. Instead, I 

pondered the presence of boredom in the spiritual life. I believe spiritual disciplines more effectively 

shape us the more we practice them. But practices can lose their shine the more we engage them. 

Certainly, there is comfort in familiarity, but familiar things can also become rote and tedious. When 

we are bored with a spiritual practice, does that mean the practice has lost its power or meaning for 

us? 

On the other hand, could there be value in boredom?  We shy away from boredom at all costs. I was 

glad I stayed in the labyrinth rather than walk out when I grew bored. I finished the day of prayer 

more still than I’d been in weeks. Sure, I was bored, but I was also rested, more alert to hearing 

God’s voice… in the boredom. 

 

 

Mission Team Presentation and Covered Dish Meal. 

Sunday, July 7, 2019 following Worship 

Please bring enough to share  

(veggies, casseroles, salads, meat, dessert).   

Tea and water will be furnished.    

 

 See more highlights of Mission Team on p. 3. 

https://pres-outlook.org/author/rachelyoung/
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Mission Trip 2019 

This year’s mission trip found us once again in the state of South Carolina. This is our fourth trip 
to the Columbia area. We were able to work on four different houses this year. On Monday, we 
all worked on one house. The owner had been waiting for four years to have work done on her 
home. We were able to popcorn one of her ceilings and paint the back portion of her home that 
had panels replaced. On Tuesday, we all went to clean floors and walls of a home that had been 
worked on and moved furniture from a storage trailer back into the home. On Wednesday, we 
split into two groups. One group went back to the first house and worked on replacing siding and 
painting the new siding on the front of the house. On Wednesday, we split into two groups. One 
group went to the town of Swansea and worked on the floor of a home there. The other group 
cut sheetrock out, pulled wet insulation out, sprayed the mold, installed new sheetrock and mud-
ded it.  Thursday and Friday, work continued on both houses. The mission team was fortunate to 
have two new members this year, Brian Luetkeymer and Sue Alford. They were welcome addi-
tions and we look forward to them joining us next year.      Submitted by Alan L. Bergmann 
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Pentecost Offering  

The Pentecost Offering is unique in that congregations direct 40 percent of what they receive for 

ministries which benefit children at risk. The remaining 60 percent supports mission through 

child advocacy (10 percent), youth ministry (25 percent), and Young Adult Volunteer opportuni-

ties (25 percent). 

To give by phone, call 800-872-3283.  

To send a check, please designate where you want your gift to go on the memo line and mail to: 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) P.O. Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700 

Or give through FPCJ and on the memo line please include “Pentecost Offering 2019.”  

You can give through July. Thank you for your generosity.  



5 

July 
7/01 - Julie Hancock 
7/06 - Russel Wood 
7/23 - Carolyn Dupree 
7/27 - Elaine Clokey 

Men’s health is a family matter. 
  
This is why First Presbyterian Church of Jonesboro is hosting Life Line Screening, 
the nation’s leading provider of preventive health screenings on Thursday, June 
20, 2019.  The screenings provided focus on vascular disease, a leading cause of 
illness, death and disability among men. 
  
Screenings are fast, painless and affordable.  Three key tests check for blocked ca-
rotid arteries, an irregular heart rhythm called atrial fibrillation, and high blood 
pressure, which are the three leading risk factors for stroke.  Nearly 800,000 
strokes will occur this year, taking a life approximately every four minutes. 
  
Other tests check for abdominal aortic aneurysms and hardening of the arteries in 
the legs. A bone density screening to assess osteoporosis risk is also offered and is 
appropriate for both men and women. Many events also offer blood tests, includ-
ing cholesterol, glucose and c-reactive protein screenings, as well as take-home 
colon cancer early detection tests. 
  
Screening packages start at $139. Single tests cost around $70.  
  
For more information regarding the screenings or to schedule an appointment, 
call 1-888-653-6441 or go to www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle   or 
text the word circle to 797979. Pre-registration is required. 
  
  

 NEXT SCREENING DATE AT FPCJ IN OCTOBER, 2019 

  

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
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Please note: Summer Office Hours 

During July and August, please call ahead for an appointment 

with Pastor Olive or if you need assistance in the office.  Hours 

will change weekly.  Thank you.  

 

The Front Porch Players 
 

The Ascension of Twyla Potts 
Directed by Karen Ferrell-White & Sammie Real iii 

August 9, 10, 11 & 16, 17, 18 
 
 

     Tickets 
   Reserved Seating:     Adults - $15   Seniors - $12    Children - $12 
  General Admission:   Adults - $12   Seniors - $10    Children - $10 
  Season Passes:          Adults - $52    Seniors - $42    Children - $42 

 
Group rates available; call 770-897-1404 

 
Show Times  

Fridays/Saturdays: 7:30 p.m. & Sundays: 2:30 p.m. 
 
 

Performances held at 
First Presbyterian Church of Jonesboro, 

Jonesboro, Georgia 30236 
 

Like us on Facebook  
 Follow us on Twitter @frontporchplyrs 

Call us at 770-897-1404 
    E-mail:  thefrontporchplayers2@gmail.com 
    Website:  www.thefrontporchplayers.com 

mailto:thefrontporchplayers2
http://www.thefrontporchplayers.com/
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July 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

FPP  

6:30-9:30 pm 

2 3 

Breakfast Club 
Chick-fil-A  
9 am 
 

 

4 5 6 

7Communion  

Covered Dish 

Meal 

FPP  

2:30-9:30 pm 

8 9 

PW Morning 
Circle 10 am 
Eloise Bell 
Isle Home 

10 

 

 

Choir 7 pm 

11 12 13 

 

FPP  

1-6 pm 

14 

 

 

FPP  

2:30-630 pm 

15 

 

FPP  

6:30-9:30 pm 

16 17 

 

 

Choir 7 pm 

18 19 20 

PW Bunco 
11:30 am 
FLC 
 

21 

 

 

 

FPP  

2:30-6:30 pm 

22 23 24 

Deadline CC 

Newsletter 

 

Choir 7 pm 

25 26 27 

 

FPP  

1-6  pm 

 

28   
 
 
 
FPP  

2:30-630 pm 

29 

 

FPP  

6:30-9:30 pm 

30 

 

FPP  

6:30-9:30 pm 

31 

 

 

Choir 7 pm 
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Extended Prayer List 

 

Church Member     Pray For: 

Sue Alford     Richard Baldwin, Paul Brueckner 

Raymond and Susan Baggarly   Rodney Mitchell, Kim Farmer 

Eloise Belle Isle     Stacey Luedtke, Simone Luedtke, Colton Jones 

Betty Bush     Marilyn Vaughan 

Faye Callina     Pat Goggin 

Carolyn Fox DuPree    Randy Bradley 

Mike and Ronda Fox    Stephen Mitchell, Nikki Holcomb, 

Carol Francis     Francine Walker 

Brianne and Kevin Graham    Libby Graham 

Mike and Julie Hancock    Pat Hunt-Nelson, Henry Hancock, Donna Pratt, Kenny Edmondson, 

      Tom Nelson 

David Harland     Jen Adorno, Pat Melarango 

Carol Hatfield     Ann, Dorothy, and Amelia Patterson 

Julie Hester     Lauren Parker 

Mary Huie-Jolly     Lucie Huie 

Jane and Billy Luetkemeyer                  Kent Alvis 

Stan May                   Karen Pearce, Tony May, Paul Carrington-May 

Ronnie and Elaine Piper    Luke Gilman, Linda Harris, Nancey Lester 

Bill and Barbara Rhinehart    Rocky Boulware 

Keith and Jennifer Taylor    Bruce Andrews, Cheryl Denny, Roger Moore, Scott Betsil, Lauren Hutchinson, 
      Barbara Lacey, Barry Smith, Sandy Hawkins 

Walt and Gwen Taylor    Dewey Ellenburg, Betty Lovon, Sarah Corley, Charles Kelley,  

      Mike Pickett, Nancy Hendrix, May Etheridge 

Laura and Mike Wigington    John and Carol Abbott 

Karen  and Rick Ferrell-White   Lacy Rabanal, Wanda Hubbard, Karen Ferrell-White  

James and Traci White    Brenda Henson and Family, Lee White 

Ruby White     Dorothy Kobus, Chris Lizama 

Pat Wood     Randy Clokey, Bob and Charlotte Roach 

Debbie Woodard     Sandra Ellard, Howard Marsh, Rebecca Browning 

Military Prayer List 

Jason Ali-Talha, John Ham, Philip Ham, Josh Hamby, Chris Harvill, Daniel Hudalla, Kyle Hudalla, Austin Kobus, Logan May, Paul 

Weathers 
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First Presbyterian Church of Jonesboro          

1842 Lake Jodeco Road Jonesboro, Georgia 30236 
(770)478-8118 

www.firstpresjonesboroga.org 

secretaryfp@gmail.com 

Committee Chairpersons 

  Administration        Julie Hancock 

       Building & Grounds         Laura Wigington 
 Christian Education               Carol Abdo  

          Congregational Care             Jane Luetkemeyer  
  Outreach       Melissa Ham  
  Stewardship & Finance     Brian Turner 

         Endowment             Keith Parkhouse 
    Worship                                    Debbie Woodward 
   Treasurer        James White 

  Cyndi Smith — Clerk  

SESSION 
Rev. Dr. Olive Mahabir 

Moderator 
Carol Abdo 

Julie Hancock 
Jane Luetkemeyer 

Brian Turner 
Laura Wigington 

Debbie Woodward 

Staff 
 

Pastor  
Rev. Dr.  Olive Mahabir 
pastorfpcj@gmail.com 

 
Music Director/Organist 

Blakely Hardy 
BlakelyHardy@gmail.com 

 
Office Administrator 

Toni Wilkerson 
secretaryfpcj@gmail.com 

At First Presbyterian Church of Jonesboro, 

we believe Jesus calls us to love wholly, connect fully, and serve  

abundantly each and every day; spreading the Good News of God’s  

redeeming love by act, word , and deed.  

Please note: Summer Office Hours 

During July and August, please call ahead for an appointment with Pastor Ol-

ive or if you need assistance in the office.  Hours will change weekly.  Thank 

you.  


